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cally incredible. Yet these latter seem to me to
be but the perfectly natural contemporary setting
of the faith, and not to be of the essence of Chris-
tianity at all. Miracles, whether they are true or
not, are at all events unverifiable, and no creed
that claims to depend upon the acceptance of un-
verifiable events can have any vitality. But the
personality, the force, the perception of Christ
Himself emerges with absolute distinctness from
the surrounding details. We may not be in a
position to check exactly what He said and what
He did not say, but just as no reasonable man
can hold that He was merely an imaginative con-
ception invented by people who obviously did
not understand Him, so the general drift of His
teaching is absolutely clear and convincing.
What I would have those do who can profess
themselves sincerely convinced Christians, in spite
of the uncertainty of many of the recorded details,
is to adopt a simple compromise ; to claim their
part in the inheritance of Christ, and the symbols
of His mysteries, but not to feel themselves bound
by any ecclesiastical tradition. No one can forbid,
by peevish regulations, direct access to the spirit of
Christ and to the love of God. Christ's teaching
was a purely individualistic teaching, based upon
conduct and emotion, and half the difficulties of
the position lie in His sanction and guidance
having been claimed for what is only a human
attempt to organise a society with a due deference